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What is needed is a better publicity cam-
paign in the Eastern States and farther
afield. We need to develop a proper tourist
consciousness, and we should reorganise the
whole of our activities in that direction. W't
should select capable men, with tact and abil-
ity, who know our State sufficiently to be able
to give the people outside of it proper advice.
Those men should be readily accessible to
tourists, not only giving advice concerning
the holiday attractions of the State, but mak-
ing them fully aware of the resources of
Western Australia and the potential indus-
trial development it offers. I believe we have
arrived at the stage, both nationally and as
a State, when co-operation should be the key-
note. Co-operation must animate this Parlia-
ment right through until perfection is at-
tained in regard to the social and economic
structure for which men and women have
been willing to sacrifice their lives, looking to
us to see that those sacrifices would not have
been made in vain.

On motion by Hon. W. D. Johnson, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 6.14 pam.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILL.
Message from the Lieut.-Governor re-

ceived and read notifying assent to Supply
Bill (No. 1) £e2,700,000.

QUESTIONS.
HEALTH.

As to Cottesloe Rubbish Tip.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER asked the Chief
Secretary:

1, Has the rubbish tip at Cottealoe been
inspected by officers of the Department of
Health?

[15]

2, If so, (a) when was the inspection
made; (b) what action has been, or is in-
tended to be, taken by the Commissioner of
Health?

3, Will the Minister lay on the Table the
file in connection with the complaints about
this rubbish tip?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
1, The new site for the Cottesloc rub-

bish tip was approved by the Commissioner
of Public Health in June, 1944, An area
of low-lying, land is being filled in. It has
been inspected by officers of the Department
of Public Health.

2, (a) On the 18th January, 1945, and on
the 24th August, 1946; (b) on the last inspec-
tion sand coverage was found to be defi-
cient. The council has been requested to
employ a man to flatten all tins, rake down
the tipping f ace and see that all glass is
kept at the bottom of the tip. The sand
coverage is to be increased to 9 inches and
is to be applied immediately after tipping.

3, It is understood that complaints have
been made to the council but none has
been received by the Department of Public
Health. However, departmental papers
will he tabled if desired.

FREMANTLE HARBOUR TRUST.

(a) As to Revenue Collected.

flon. A. L. LOT ON asked the Chief Sec-
retary: What amounts were collected by
the Fremantle Harbour Trust for the year
ended the 30th June, 1944, for-

(a) wharfage;
(b) handling charges;
(e) crane hire;
(d) harbour improvement rate;
(e) surtax?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:

(a) and (d) as from the 1st July, 1942,
wharfage and surtax, harbour improve-
menit rate and surtax were made a compos-
ite charge and the amounts collected under
these headings for the year ended the 30th
June, 1944, were £215,417, -but the relation-
ship between the two charges does not per-
mit of assessment of surtax.

(b) £185,792, made up of handling on
general cargo and bagged-wheat L160,545,
and charges collected for the handling of
bulk wheat, as sub-contractor for Co-opera-
tive Bulk Handling, Ltd., £25,247.
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(e) £26,020.
(e) Surtaxes--other-included in revenue

accounts but assessed as-Pilotage £4,578,
tonnage rates £10,520, storage Z1,085;
total, £16,183.

(b) As to Tabling Annual Report.
Hon, A. THOMSON asked the Chief

Secretary:
As Section 64 of Fremnantle Harbour

Trust Act provides that:
The Commissioners shall, once at least in

every year furnish a true copy of the ac-
counts audited andI copies of such accounts
together with the Auditor General's report
thereon shall be laid before both Houses of
Parliament.

and as the last report tabled was for the year
ended the 30th June, 1939, will the Gov-
ernment request the Fremantie Harbour
Trust to comply with the Act and see that
the 1944-45 report be placed before Parlia-
mentl'

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: The
Fremantle Harbour Trust reports for the
financial years following the 30th June, 1939,
with the exception of that for the 30th June,
1945, which is not yet available, have beesf
compiled and have been submitted to me,
but on account of censorship restriction~s
they have not been laid on the Table of the
House. It is hoped that these restrictions
will be lifted very shortly when the reports
will be placed before Parliament.

ADDREBS-IN-REPLY.

Twelfth Day-Conclusion.

Debate resumed from the 23rd August.

How. H. TUOKEY (South-W~est) [4.401:
I bad not intended speaking on the Ad-
dress-in-reply but seeing that the debate
has extended till today, I shall contribute
a few remarks because there are one or
two matter respecting which I desire to
express opinions. With others I join in
the regret stressed that ill-health necessi-
tated the ex-premier, Hon. J. C. Willeoclr,
resigning his position and I congratulate
his successor, Hon. F. J, S. Wise, upon
his election to the leadership of the Par-
liamentary TLabour Party arnd with it, his
elevation to the Premiership of Western
Australia. I am sure the new Premier will
have a very difficult time, particularly dur-
ing the next few years, and I1 trust mem-

hrers will do their utmost to assist in every
way possible the further development of
this great State-

Wer meet today under very different cir-
cumstances from those that have obtained
during the past four or five years and I
am sure we have a, great deal to be thank-
ful for inasmuch as our territory was not
actually inv-aded by the enemy. In my
opinion few people realise the close call
Australia had, and particularly Western
Australia. At one stage the Defence De-
partmnent was so concerned that represen-
tatives of sonmc local governing authori-
ties were called together in Perth to
discuss ways and means of evacuating
residents from certain coastal areas.
The authorities would not have taken
that step had it not beern that they
were extremely concerned about the posi-
tion and that the apparent need for that
step was great. We pulled through and,
as I mentioned, we have much to be thank-
ful for.

One aspect that appealed to me very much
was that during that particularly anxious
period there was a strenuous effort to help
on the part of the United States of Ame-
rica. The Armed Services of that country
were rushed to Australia in their thous-
ands and the appearance of the Americans
in uniform in their midst gave the people
of Western Australia feelings of consider-
able relief. All lair minded individuals
trill appreciate that very fine gesture. It
is not advisable to delve too much into
the past but nevertheless I am sorry to
say that we in Australia did not altogether
act similarly towards the Americans during
the early. stages of the war. However, we
got through and did our job. Now we must
he prepared to adjust matters for the fut-
ure. I hope the difficult problems that face
the Government will be adequately dealt
with and that Parliament will do the fair
thing and assist IMfinisters in that direc-
tion.

The question of housing has been freely
discussed over a long period and I have
been rather bewildered to understand -why
the powers-that-be have not taken some
effective steps to release certain labour in
orde~r to earrM out the manufacture of
materials and thus prepare the way for
house construction upon the cessation of
hostilities. The fact is that today we are
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hardly any further ahead than we were
two years ago. Within the last few days, the
State Brick Works at Byford were able to
work to half capacity only, all for the
need of a dozen experienced operatives.
While some labour was made available the
type supplied was of no practical use to
the brick works. Had the undertaking
been supplied with a dozen experienced
men the brick works could have been kept
going to the full capacity. Had that been
done a lot of our present troubles would
disappear. The position was so unsatis-
factory that local authorities could not
even get sufficient bricks in order to con-
struct public latrines. Members will agree
that the supply was indeed very short
when such work in the interests of public
health could not he carried out because
the few bricks necessary could not he sun-
plied.

Our trouble to a great extent has, been
entred in the people in authority who did
not understand their work. I do not know
if any member could say just who was to
N~ame for the position, or who was respon-
sible for the manpower arrangements. I
do not know if any member can say that
responsibility rested with any officer in
the King-street establishment, whether it
was taken by the head of the department
or whether the responsibility wvas that of
the Commonwealth Minister in charge of
the department. It seems to me that every-
one desired to pass the buck on to someone
else and for my part I do not know just
who had the necessary authority to release
men and thereby do the right thing. The
same comnplaint applies in other directions
as well, but I mentioned the Byford in-
stance because I went to the trouble of
visiting the brick works and I know that
what I have said is perfectly true. If the
difficulty in connection with such a small
matter could not be adjusted, it is not sur-
prisinz to find that large industrial con-
cerns have had similar experiences.

While restrictions have been removed on
the building of homes up to a cost of £1,200,
the fact remains that while it is possible to
build a home without a permit, it cannot he
done because materials are not available.
Thus we are but slightly further ahead in
solving the problem. With regard to future
transport arrangements in Western Aus-
tralia, when this House agreed to the State
Transport Co-ordination Act it was under-

stood that the transport facilities under the
control of the Government-railways, tram-
ways, trolley-buses and so on-would pro-
vide improved services and that the people
in the country districts would have better
facilities than in the past. It was on that
understanding that some members supported
the legislation. Yet today we find the posi-
tion is not a hit better. I can see no indica-
tion that conditions will improve. The State
Transport Co-ordination Act bad the effect
of driving motor vehicles off the road and
puttng country residents to great inconveni-
ence. The legislation was necessary in order
to protect the railways, but it was never in-
tended that the Government would carry on
in the same old groove and not improve the
service.

I feel that unless something is done to
provide better and faster transport, parti-
cularly for passengers, the people will not
be willing in the post-war period to go into
the country areas and establish their homes
there. If the Government cannot improve
the position and augment the present ser-
vice considerably, it would be only fair to
allow private enterprise to step in and to
permit road transport to undertake the wvork.
To act like a dog in the manger is useless.
We cannot expect people to take up their
residence in the country areas unless they
can enjoy reasonable transpor t facilities.
A road hoard delegate to whom I was speak-
ing the other day, said that he lived about
200 miles away from Perth and it took him
three days to reach his home. That is out of
all reason. If any member of this House
desired to travel along the Upper Blackwood
railway he would find the journey would
take 24 hours whereas to get to the same
point by road would mean a trip of only
six hours.

The people in the Kojonup district
agitated until they got a bus service, which
has proved to he a great boon. There are
many other such centres, however, without a
bus service, and the people residing there
must travel by train. Furthermore, their
produce must be sent forward by goods train
instead of by truck. I know the railway
position is a problem, but at the same time
we have to develop the country and we shall
%hot do it with our present services. I would
like to say that during the war period the
members of the Road Board Association,
numbering about 120, did a very good job.
They co-operated excellently with the Federal
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authorities and carried out much w~ork on Hon. H. Tt'CKEY: We need the
their behalf. Their efforts for the War Dam-
age Commission which they undertook
throughout the country areas has saved the
Commonwealth Government many thousands
of pounds. In addition, the members formed
themselves into fuel, rubber and other com-
mittees. In fact, they did everything asked
of them, except to assist the Meat Ration-
ing Commission. That Commission desired
road board members to check the slaughter-
ing carried on throughout country areas,
but the work proved to be of such magni-
tude that they could not undertake it. They
were also requested to do the local work of
the Social Service Department. This task
was to have commenced on the 15t July last.
It would have been sufficient to warrant the
employment of a full-time secretary, and the
road board members felt they could not un-
dertake it. Apart from not complying with
those two requests, the members of the local
authorities during the war period did every-
thing that was asked of them by the Federal
authorities, and that must have been a very
great help indeed.

Recently we have had some abnormal floods
in various parts of the State and these have
caused much damage. I doubt whether it is
generally known bow much damage and loss
have been sustained. I know some farmers
have lost many cattle and sheep and have
had to vacate their farms. It seems to me
to be a pity that such persons cannot be
assisted; as far as I know, no provision has
been made to give them any aid. Help in
some cases would be most valuable. In my
own district citensive damage has been
caused not only to the properties of farmers,
but also to works under the control of local
authorities. The cost to repair the damage
and make good the loss will amount to many
thousands of pounds. I feel it would he a
good thing if the Government could afford
some help to persons who have suffered so
severely. In the Pinjarra district many
stock have been drowned; they have drifted
down the river and are now on the beaches
in Peel Inlet where they can still be seen.
In order successfully to develop a State,
water and electricity supplies arc essential.
We have ample water supplies in the South-,
West, but we sadly need a cheap and ahund-
ant supply of electricity.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: We have water every-
where now.

supply of power to increase production
and make that part of the State more
attractive. Personally, I do not know
much about electricity, nor do I pro-
pose to question the advice of experts;
but it does seem strange to me that it should
be necessary to erect three major power
stations to generate the required electricity
for the success both of our primary produc-
tion and the scheme itself. The matter is
most important. Possibly the only alterna-
tive to the plan which has been adopted,
whereby a costly power station will be erec-
ted at South Fremantle, would be to build
a supply line from the proposed power
station at Collie, or wvherever it may be
situated in the South-West district. To my
mind the question resolves itself to the point
as to whether a supply line would he more
costly than the power station at South Fre-
mantle. I understand that that station will
cost about £360,000, and, in addition, there
will be the running and administrative costs.
I have thought myself it would be cheaper
to run a supply line from the station at
Collie than to build a third station.

We have always been told that it isi
cheaper to rail coal from Collie to Perth,
despite the high rate, than to transmit elee-
tricity by cable from Collie. That does nor
accord with the views of the planners of the
successful Victorian scheme. A bean' sup-
ply line has been erected from Yallourn to
Richmond, a suburb of Melbourne, and tho
distance between those points is about the
same as that between Fremantle and Collie.
The Victorian scheme has proved to be a
great success. That being so, why should
we not be able to make a success of a simi-
lar scheme in this State? At a road board
conference two years ago, the Director of
Works made a very line speech in which he
outlined various Government works which
it was proposed should be put in hand after
the war, and he sought the co-operation of
the local authorities. Among the works he
mentioned was the Eastern Districts water
scheme, involving a cost of about £9,000,000.
No reference, however, was made to the
South-West power scheme, for which the
residents had been agitating over so many
years. Some of the delegates were rather
disappointed that there was no move to do
anything with respect to the South-West
scheme after the war.
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About 12 months later an announcement
appeared in "The West Australian" to the
effect that it had been decided to erect the
major power station at South Fremantle. A
long explanation was given, and the article
finished with a statement to the effect that
the scheme would not in any way interfere
with the South-West proposal. I do not
know, 'Mr. President, but it seems to me
very hard to understand that, because the
charges for electricity are largely governed
by the current which can be sold. We in
the South-West always had in mind that if
a major station were built in the South-
West, we would be able to sell a considierable
quantity of current to the metropolitan area
and thereby increase our turnover and re-
duce costs generally. We have now lost all
hope of being able to sell current to the
metropolitan area and so it naturally follows
that we shall have to pay more
per unit for electricity than would
have been necessary had we been sell-
ing it in bulk to the metropolitan area.
In other 'words, no farmer would erect two
windmills in order to water one horse. I
am only expressing my own views, as I
think it is my duty to do. Very little has
been said about this matter; indeed, some
people in the South-West appear to favour
the Fremantle scheme. I have nothing to
say against it myself. I am only speaking
from the point of view of the State; I am
not personally affected. I do not require
very much more current. It is the duty of
the Government and of Parliament to see that
when they do things, they are done in the
best interests of the State. We know that
electricity is of the utmost importance if
we arc to develop this State and compete
with other parts of the world. We must
get down to business lines in order that
we may compete with other places.

Although the cost of electricity in Vic-
toria compared with the charges in New
South Wales does not reveal much differ-
ence, nevertheless, the cost is slightly less
in Victoria and business circles use
that as an argument -when it comes
to a question of quoting for differ-
ent manufactures. In an announcement
made in the Press at the time the South-
West scheme was being spoken of, it was
said that the committee concerned had re-
commended that the prices to he charged
for current would be equal to, or slightly
better than, existing prices in the South-

West today. In the South-West today we
are paying from 10d. to Is. per unit. When
we asked for the scheme we did not intend:
that those prices should prevail, or that
we should be called upon to pay anything
like 10d. or Is. per unit. We have schemes
of our own, and if we have to pay as high
a rate as that we might as well remain as.
we are. The report to which I am referring
went on to say that not only would those-
charges be levied, but that they would be
found to be comparable with the rates
charged in Victoria. I cannot agree with
that statement and will quote some of the
Victorian rates to strengthen my argument.

At one time people in Werribee, about
an hour's run from Melbourne, were pay-
ing a high rate for current. The Victorian
Electricity Commission took over that area
on the 10th April, 1924, at a timke when the
charge in Werribee was 10.10d. per unit.
In 1941-42 the rate had come down to 1.84d.,
less than 2d. I cannot say how long a time
elapsed before the rate began to he re-
duced from 10d. per unit. I can only quote
figures prior to and after the acquisition
period. In the case of the Ballarat branch,
certain areas were taken over, and the fol-
lowing table wvill show with whet result-.--

Cost per ost per
unit prior to unit after
acquisition. acquisition

1939-40 1941-42
d. d.

Ballan . . 17.45 5.35
Dalestord .. 6.61 1.91
H~epburn Springs 8.87 4.70
Wallace .. 16.36 1.15

I have quoted a few of the more recent
instances of what followed the taking over
of areas by the Victorian Electricity Com-
mission. It will be seen that as soon as
they were taken over the charges were re-
duced by more than half. I know that we
cannot expect such a big reduction in the
South-West because there is a small popula-
tion to eater for and people are scattered.
At the same time, we do not want to pay
anything like the present rates. It seems
to me that if the whole scheme involving
the coastal districts had been served by two
major power stations insteaa of three, the
possibilities are we would have received cur-
rent at cheaper rates in the South-West than
is now proposed, as well gis in the metro-
politan area. I do not see why that could
not have been arranged, or why the met-
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ropolitan area could not have been brought
into the South-West scheme. It was a golden
opportunity for the establishment of the
South-West scheme, because we know that
a certain quantity of current could have
been sold in the metropolitan area which
would have been a considerable help to the
scheme as a whole. My only concern is to
ascertain what is best in the interests of
the South-West and of the whole State.

I wish to say a word or two about the
half-caste problem, on which question there
have been lengthy debates in the Chamber.
The Government has tackled the matter on
one or two occasions. We all realise that
the situation is very complex and difficult,
but I am sure we are a long way from
achieving all that is desired. I have no sound
suggestion to offer just now, except to say
that steps ought to be taken to improve the
present position. It seems to mue the Native
Affairs Department has not all the control
it should have. I know of two small half-
caste children in the country who were at-
tending school. Some of the parents com-
plained about the children being sick and
suffering from some disease. Because of
the complaints the children were sent up
for medical examination. They were found
to be suffering from gonorrhoea in the eyes.
One child was in a particularly bad state.
The children were sent to Perth, treated,
cured, and returned to their homes. There
were also two adult patients suffering from a
similar disease. They had been treated, hut
I understand they were not given a clean
bill of health and were not classed as cured.
They returned to the district where the
children had been living, and when the
authorities tried to get in touch with them
they "went bush" and could not be found.
Eventually it turned out that they had left
the district.

I interviewed officers of the, department
who explained to me the difficulty they ex-
perienced in getting hold of these natives
because of the extent to which they travel-
led around. They might get a warrant to
arrest a native in Subiaco, but by the time
an official went out to serve it the,
native would be in Claremont and the
warrant would be of no use. Apparently
it is only possible to get out a warrant that
will hold good for a particular district. It
does seem absurd that, when a warrant is
issued for the arrest of a native, he cannot

be apprehended because he has moved to
another town, and the warrant has no effect
there. In a matter of that kind the depart-
ment would be greatly assisted if the neces-
sary authority were issued to it to enforce
the warrant wherever necessary. Other mat-
ters should also be looked into. I hope
some steps will be taken to deal with the
question.

We have had trouble with idle natives
in the South-West. It is not right that
able-bodied men should be allowed to prowl
about doing no work hut making nuisances
of themselves to other people. There is ap-
parentl 'y no control over them, or there was
none during the war. I tried to find out
through the Manpower Department whether
these people could not be sent north on some
constructional job. I thought they might be
given work by the Army so that they could
be kept away from the South-West. Ob-
jections were, however, raised and it was
not found possible to send them north for
various reasons. At any rate, there was
no control over them in the South-West.
They went to work when they pleased, and
stayed away when it suited them.

Ron. G. W. Miles: Many white people
do the same thing.

Hon. H. TtICKEY: Very likely! In small
country towns these people often hang
around the hotels until a late hour at night
and make nuisances of themselves. There
is no way in which to control them. They
should not be allowed to make nuisances
of themselves to the townsfolk when they
have no legitimate excuse for being where
they are. Their principal object in hanging
round is to get liquor. They are particu-
larly troublesome to womenfolk and child-
ren. The local authorities should be given
power to keep these people in camp reserves
or at all events in the camp after a certain
hour. They should not he allowed in the
streets at night-time. The whole business
bristles with difficulties. I am not saying
what action should be taken, but I do think
that unless the question is settled quickly
the position will very soon become worse.

Hon. G. B. Wood: The police already
do a lot to keep those people out of the
streets.

Hon. H. TUCKEY: But they have no
legal authority to do it.
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Hon. G3. B. Wood: They do it, just the
same.

Hon. H. TTJCKEY: They have spoken
to me about it, and I understand they have
no right to do what they do. Some police-
men are called upon to work at all hours
of the night in order to keep these people
under observation. That is not fair. We
should frame a law to deal with these mat-
ters. I support the motion.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kitson-West) [5.14]: 1 associate myself
with the remarks of those members who have
expressed regret at the retirement from the
Premiership of the State of Hon. J. C.
Willcock. That hon. gentleman has played
a very important part in the recent history
of Western Australia. There can be no
doubt that, during the many years when he
held office, and particularly during the war.
years, a tremendous strain was placed upon
him, hut, notwithstanding that, at all times
he gave of his very best in the interests of
the State. I feel sure that all of us extend
to him our hest wishes for the future, and
we hope that his retirement from office will
mean that there will be such an improve-
ment in his health that he will be spared
for mny years longer to assist Parliament
in the affai rs of Western Australia. As one
who was very closely associated with him for
niany years, I know that he never spared
himself, and 1, for one, appreciate the very
wide knowledge of affairs that he was able
to bring to bear on the particular problems
associated with Western Australia.

I feel, too, that I should on this occasion
make reference to the great loss that the
Commonwealth suffered in the passing of
our late Prime Minister, John Curtin. That
was another case of a Western Australian
-by adoption-who was called to high
office in the service of the Commonwealth,
one who did not spare himself in the
slightest, one who faced the problems of the
day with a courage which I think was
admired by all sections of the community,
and one who, I claim, did pay the penalty
of his patriotic outlook and his desire to do
the utmost possible for his country. I
think the name of John Curtin will go down
in history and that he will be acclaimed as
one of the best Prime Ministers Australia
ever had. There can be no doubt that he
can be given the credit for having galvanised

this nation into an effort, the like of which
we have never seen before, which will comn-
pare more than favourably with the war-
efforts of most other countries. It was a
national tragedy that John Curtin should
have been called away before victory was
achieved. It is regrettable that he was not
spared to see that the fruition of those great
efforts which he Put forward during the.
worst crisis that this country has ever been
called upon to go through.

I think also, that I should refer to the
great loss the United States of America
suffered when their President, Mr. Roosevelt,
was not permitted to see the victorious re-
sult of the magnificent war effort of that
country. We, in Australia, should be very
grateful to the United States for the fact
that a man of the calibre of President Roose-
v'elt occupied that office at the time when we
so urgently required the assistance, not only
of our own Old Country, hut of the English-
speaking countries throughout the world. I
desire to pay my tribute to the wonderful
effort which the late President Roosevelt
put forward in the interests of the Allied
cause. I think it was the work for which
President Roosevelt and the late John Curtin
were responsible, together with the wonder-
ful leadership exhibited by Mr. Churchill,
that made it possible for the Allies e'ientually
to be victorious over their enemies.

Might I refer for a few moments to the
fact that the war has ended? It was with
profound relief and gratitude that the people
of Western Australia, in common with those
of their Allies, received the news that the
last of their enemies, Japan, had agreed to
unconditional surrender. This arrogant and
covetous nation whose treachery gained her
early and easy triumphs, has tasted the bit-
terness of complete defeat but a few short
months later than did her erstwhile power-
ful partner, Germany. The post-war period,
which has arrived much earlier than was
anticipated, brings with it great responsibili-
ties, such as participation in the adminis-
tration and occupation of enemy countries;
the re-establishment on a. peacetime basis of
our own economy; the rehabilitation of our
returning men and women from the Services,
and the rendering of assistance to countries
less fortunate than our own. It i s to b~e
hoped that victors and vanquished will pro-
fit from the lessons of this war, and that
never again will civilisation be engulfed in
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such a conflict which could only result in been added to since 1939, not only by war
the complete ruin and annihilation of the
world as we know it.

We of Western Australia can be proud
of our contribution towards victory. Our
achievements are written in the figures of
enlistments, of ])roduction, of the millions
of money that have been provided for war
loans and war funds, and in the enthusiasm
with which civilians rallied to the \'.D.C.,
A.E.., and kindred organisations. We
have been fortunate in this country; the
shadow of invasion drew near, but such a
tragedy was prevented by the magnificent
efforts of our Allies and our own fighting
men. Now our thoughts are with those who
are awaiting release from prison camps
throughout Asia, and we sincerely hope that
the care they will receive in thei hoeln

will make up for the bitter years that they
have experienced.

Now to deal with the matters referred to
by members in speaking to the motion for
the adoption of the Address-in-reply. As
is usual members have taken the oppor-
tunity to discuss a variety of subjects. Many
of the matters referred to, however, have no
direct State application but come within
the province of some Commonwealth auth-
ority. In the course of my remarks I may
find it necessary to refer to certain activi-
ties engaged in by the Commonwealth
where they affect the State, but I propose
to reply mainly to those issues which, in
my opinion, are the important ones.

One of the greatest problems confronting
the Government is that of housing and
members have given a great deal of atten-
tion to it during the debate. The problem,
however, is not peculiar to this State alone,
there being evidence that all the States in
the Commonwealth have similar difficulties
and that State Governments, with the co-
operation of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, are dealing with the matter as a first
priority in post-war planning. Any sugges-
tion that the shortage of houses in this
State is the result of this Government's
policy, and that much more could have been
done in the last few years, I utterly re-
pudiate. War circumstances have certainly
accentuated our difficulties and I suggest
there is no need for me to elaborat on
them. The fact remains, however, that
.shortages existed before the war and that
our embarrassments in this regard have

requirements but by new marriages, popula-
tion shifts and the return of Service per-
sonnel, etc., and that only a vast Common-
wealth-wide building programme on a scale
never before attempted, can help in reliev-
ing and ultimately remedying the situation.

I agree with Mr. flimnxitt that the mat-
ter should not be treated as a political issue
but as a national problem. That is being
done and that is why the Government has
diverted some of the skilled tradesmen em-
ployed by the Public Works Department to
house construction. The Government is
confident that it can make a substantial
contribution to the housing problem in this
manner and, judging by the experience of
Victoria, it should be in a position to keep
the costs within striking distance of the
private contractor-including all reasonable
administrative costs. The assertion that
Mr. flinitt made in regard to the cost of
control, when he dealt with a statement
made in this regard by a member of the
Legislative Assembly in New South Wales,
is not relevant and tends only to cloud the
issue. He has taken a paragraph out of
sequence and stated that the cost of ad-
ministration works out at £143 per house.
No such inference can be drawn.

The building control regulations, of which
the hon. member complains, were a form of
rationing of building materials, made necs-
sary by the fact that all our energies and
almost all our material had to be diverted
for the purposes of wvar. The control was
set up by the Commonwealth and was most
necessary, and it is illogical to suggest that
the few houses built at that time should
have to bear the cost quoted by the hon.
member. If we knew the total amount of
building undertaken throughout the Com-
monwealth in any one of those difficult
years, we would probably find the cost of
building control was quite a small part of
the total Programme. In any event it is
beside the point. Material was in short
supply; the Services wanted all they could
get and the Commonwealth had no option
but to see that they got it. The events of
the past few days have indicated that the
Government is desirous of removing con-
trols at the earliest possible date.

The bon. member went to some
point out how private contract
South Australia had resulted in

length to
work in
the eree-
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tion of a large percentage of the pro-
gramme. He omitted to say that a big build-
ing- team in that State was maintained more
or less intact during the war and that
houses were being constructed throughout
that time. In this State, however, building
teams were dispersed-some direct into the
Services and many on flefence work-so
that when the Commonwealth call for houses
came in 1944 we had to start from
scratch with what labour and materials were
available. The Government recognises the
part which the private contractor can play
in the housing programme and appreciates
his efforts to date. All the war housing cot-
tages to date have been constructed by pri-
vate contractors for the Workers' Homes
Board and the Government feels that it is
its duty to swing into the building field
tradesmen in its employ who are anxious
and willing to contribute their share to alle-
viate the housing problem. Only by these
means and with everybody's shoulder to the
wheel can we hope to relieve the difficult
situation which confronts us.

Of the wvork being put into the houses
at present being built by the Workers'
Homes Board, Mr. Thomson was somewhat
critical. He said that in p~re-war days, had
jerry-builders constructed houses similar to
those now being erected by the board, they
would have been accused of erecting slum
buildings.

Hon. A. Thomson: I did not say that. I
said that if they constructed buildings like
that, they would be accused of jerry-build-
ing.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I think my
statement is correct. That was a highly
exaggerated assertion as, even in the
existing difficult position, the Workers'
Homes Board has nothing to be ashamed
of regarding the type and quality of the
house it erects) and the locality in which
it is erected.

Hon. W. R. Hall: I think it has.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The board
certainly does not place itself in the same
categ~ory as the so-called jerry-builders re-
ferred] to by 'Mr. Thomson. M~embers have
referred to the fact that costs are high.
That is true. The increase upon pre-war
prices is approximately 30 to 85 per cent.,
and is due not only to the higher basic
wage, but also to the fact that most of

the best and experienced men are in the
Services, resulting in a falling off in pro-
duction in the factories and on the site.
Another contributing factor is that short-
age of materials caused unforeseen hold-
tips, which have to be provided for. In
any event, contracts are let by competitive
tendering, and this should ensure that the
best available price is obtained.

With regard to the comment about 3 inch
walls, it is a fact that the board has speci-
fied bricks on edge internally, but as these
are bonded in cement, it makes as strong a
job as the more conventional method and
has the advantage of saving a considerable
number of bricks and time in laying them.
That is a consideration these days when
both bricks and labour are hard to get, and
it is a practice which has been adopted for
many years in the Eastern States.

Bon. A. Thomson: It has only been in-
troduced lately in workers' homes here.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is ad-
mnitted, and I have given the rcason why
it has been introduced. The board has ad-
vised me that this method does not mate-
rially affect the strength of the building.

Hon. A. Thomson: Builders think other,
wise. J

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Mir. Heenan
and Mr. Seddon said that there appeared
to be a lack of appreciation of the needs
of the Goldflelds in housing requirements.
Those members can be assured that the
Government has riot overlooked the Gold-
fields. Even whilst they were speaking, an
officer of the Workers' Homes B5oara was
in Kalgoorlie and Boulder making a survey
of thc position, and his report will shortly.
be available for the board's consideration.
In the past also the position of the Gold-
fields has not been overlooked. The board's
existing securities in Kalgroorlie and Boul-
der total 68 houses, and considerable land
is held in each place. There has been a
ready response from the district when ap-
plications wvere called for the tenancy of
hoiises to be erected under the Common-
wealth War Housing Scheme, and consid-
eration will be specially given to require-
ments in this connection.

Hon. WV. R. Hall: I would say that is
an easy way out for the Workers' Homes
Hoard.
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hoard is
not looking for an easy way out; it is
looking for an opportunity to improve the
existing position as rapidly as possible. I
suggest that the board has given every in-.
dication that it is not liely to neglect the
requirements of the Goldflelds.

Hon. H.L Seddon: Is tbe hoard interested
in districts outside Kalgoorlie and Boulder.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I believe it
is. Information has been obtained of ye-
quiremnents elsewhere than at Kalgoorlie
and Boulder.

Hon. H. Seddon: If that is so, there has
been a considerable improvement in the
outlook of the board.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Dealing
with the question of metropolitan trans-
port, Mr. Bolton referred to the fact that
a committee of three, comprising the Corn'
missioner of Railways (Mir. J. A. Ellis),
the 'Under Treasurer (Mr. A. 3. Reid) and
the chairman of the W.A. Transport Board
(Mr. R. L. Millen), has been appointed by
the Government to investigate transport
matters in the metropolitan area, not "to
inquire and report regarding the taking
over of all city and suburban services", to
use the words of the hon. member, but to
report to the Government on the advis-
ability of setting up an authority for the
co-ordinated control and management of
metropolitan passenger transport. The
hen. member suggested that representa-
tives of private omnibus operators should
have been included in the commnittee. The
matter is entirely one of a domestic nature
for the Government. It has merely ap-
pointed three of its officers to make in-
quirkes regarding the passenger transport
position generally and to report on what
action is advisable to achieve co-ordin-
ation and economy.

Hon. L. B. Boo: We know what is
behind it, too.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It would be
unreasonable to suggest that, if the man-
agement of any business concern desired
advice from a conumittee of its employees,
it should be required to take into its con-
fidence or accept the recommendations- of
members; of another firm with whom it
might be associated in byusiness. In the
same way T cannot agree that a matter,
which for the time being is purely a domes-

tic affair of the Government, should be
referred to non-Government representa-
tives. If, after the presentation of the
committee's report, the Government
should decide to introduce any new plans
which would materially affect existing ser-
vices, then it would be only reasonable
that those concerned should be given an
opportunity of expressing their views, and
that will be done.

Hon. W. J. Mann: That will be too late.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The present
forms of control are exercised according to
the statutes in force, and any variation of
the controls would need to be nuthorised by
newv legislation. Consequently, before any
new laws were passcd, those affected would
have ample opportunity to discuss the pro-
posals. I hope I have succeeded in easing
the hon. member's mind regarding this very
important matter.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: I am afraid you have
not.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: As usual
the important question of education has
been dealt with during the debate, but, gen-
orally speaking, members, except in a few
instances, appear to concede that the Gov-
erment is doing what it can, having regard
to the existing difficult circumstances. 'Mr.
Wood made reference to area schools. He
.said it seemed to him that the Government
had no plans in any of the districts where
he thought such plans would he desirable
and necessary. The inference is far from
being correct, aS Very careful considera-
tion has been, and is still being, given to this
important matter. Unlike Tasmania, where
such schools are established, Western Aus-
tralia comprises vast areas totally unsuit-
able-cl inintial ly, geographically and agri-
culturally-for these schools. In fact, a very
small portion of the State weighs up to the
necessary requirements.

Considerable investigation has already
taken pinace in the choice and inspection of
areas, availability of sites, soil testing, child
population. etc. It is not intended to ap-
prove, haphazardly, of requests for the es-
tablishment of area schools, in districtsi
elniniing ideal conditions, unless and until
,-wch claims can he justified by something
more than parochial interest and enthusi-
asm. Mr. Wood complained of the school
buis services for the M1aninanning and York
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areas. The facts are that the Mlanmnanning
school was closed at the end of last year
because the anticipated enrolment for 1945
was only five. Inquiry as to the possibility
of establishing a school bus service at
Cadoux revealed that, at most, 10 children
in the Mlanmanning district could be picked
up for transport to Cadoux which, together
with the fact that the roads were untrafie-
able for school bus transport, rendered the
proposal impracticable.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Who is at fault
about the roads?7

The CHIEF SECRETARY: In June
last the question was revived, as the number
of children had risen to 15, and the Dis-
trict Inspector was instructed to undertake
a further survey of the position. Having
discussed the matter with the parents and
examined the situation generally, he
recommended that the service he es-
tablished, and inquiry was made as to
the hiring of the local hall at Ca-
doux, the accommodation at the school
being inadequate to house the additional
pupils. The inspector's report was received
on the 7th August and on the 14th August
inquiry was made from the Wongan H-ills
Road Board as to the availability of the
Cadoux Hall. A reply is awaited.

Regarding the York position, the service
referred to is that from Greenhills to York,
involving the closure of the Greenhills
school and the conveyance of 35 children
from the Greenhbills and Mount Hardy dis-
tricts to York. Thougb the hall in York
is not yet ready to take the school's over-
flow, the hold-up is occasioned also by the
fact that tibe bus contractor experienced
difficulty in securing a suitable vehicle. The
service will be inaugurated as soon as these
two obstacles have been overcome. Mlean.
while, however, the children are Continuing
their %,ducation iat the :Greenhills school,
which will not be closed until the service
commences. In regard to this question of
consolidation of schools-and members have
heard me speak on this subject on pre-
vious occasions-the department has made
very strenuous endeavours in a large num-
ber of districts to bring that about. In my
opinion, in view of the great disabilities
suffered as a result of the war, the depart-
ment has done quite a creditable job in
that respect.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Hear, hear!

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That policy
is to be continued, and members are aware
that the present Minister for Education has
already announced he is hopeful that in
the near future it will be possible for more
to be done in that direction and that cer-
tain districts will be provided with area
schools such as members have been discuss-
ig. Other matters have been raised, mostly
relating to building proposals, etc.; but,
generally speaking, the Government is un-
able to implement proposals for country
schools, and for schools in the metropolitan
area as well mainly because of the position
in regard to labour and materials. Cases
can be cited of tenders for school addi-
tions and renovations having been called
without response. In a recent instance,
at Denmark, though a tender had been ac-
cepted for school additions, the contractor
decided to forgo the job, at the loss of
his deposit, in order to undertake other
work, which I assume was more beneficial
to him financially. I mention those points
to indicate some of the difficulties with
which the Education Department is faced
in its efforts to provide additional accom-
modation, particularly in the country.

Referring to the remarks made by Mr,
Gibson on the training of teAchers-namely,
that he understood that one year's monitor-
ship and one year in the Training College
were regarded as sufficient to equip a teacher
with all the know *ledge necessary for him
to set out as a teacher-I point out that
such is not the case. Evidently he mis-
understands the facts regarding the Govern-
ment's policy of training teachers. One
year's monitorship and one year's course
of training in the Teachers' College are
not now considered sufficient to equip a
teacher fully for his profession. As a con-
sequence, approval was given by the Gov-
ernment early this year for the extension
of the Teachers' College course from one to
two years. However, as the 1945 students
had entered the service of the department
prior to this decision, all students were
allowed the option of training for either
one or two years, and 60 per cent, of them
elected to train for two years. From 1946
onwards, no such option will he allowed,
and all students will be required to spend
two years in the Teachers' College before
qualifying for appointment as teachers.
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I think I would be right in saying that
the only note of discord heard during the
debate was that sounded by Mr. E. H. H.
Hall, when he made reference to a reply
given by me to a query he raised in 1943,
relating to the question of enlistments by
school teachers in the employ of the Edu-
cation Department. I consider the terms of
his reference to he totally uncalled for; and
to say that I gave a facetious or sarcastic
reply and that such reply was very ill-
timed and ill-placed, is utterly false and
misleading. In any event, I aim not in
the habit of speaking in the strain indicated
by the hon. member. However, I have care-
fully perused "Hansard" for the subject
referred to by Mr. Hall. It will be found
on pages 367 and 368 of the 1943 debates;,
and members, if they care to refer to those
pages, can decide for themselves whether
there is any justification for the hon. mem-
ber's remarks.

Dealing with the question of enlistments
by school teachers, the averagc number of
male teachers employed by the Education
Department approximates 1,000; and of the
549 male teachers who enlisted, 104 were
monitors who entered the service of the de.-
partment since 1Q39. From the Services
155 have already been discharged, of whom
11 had been wounded; and 24 are known to
have been killed. It is suggested that the
Oovernnient has reason to be proud of its~
contribution to the national cause and of the
calibre and qualifications of its male teach-
ers, many of whom, because of their scholar-
ship in scieuce and mathematics, were
urgently commissioned by the authorities
for service and were instrumental in train-
ing so successfully this State's fine contribu-
tion to the R.A.A.F. In exercising its dis-
cretion in avoiding too great an interrup-
tion of educational activities, the depart-
ment pressed successfully for the retention
of the following, classes of teachers-

(a) Teachersi in techniical schools.
(b) Head masters and teachers of

science and mathematics in sec-
ondary schools.

(c) Head teachers of all schools of
Classes 1A, 1, 2, 3, 4.

(d) Manual training instructors.
(e) Teachers andi instructors At the

"arrogin School of Agriculture.
(f) All teachers 35 years of age and

over.

It was considered that, with those safe-
guards, no serious dislocation or interrup-
tion Of the Work of the schools would oc-
cur, as the department had excellent mater-
ial amongst its female teaching staff on
which to draw. The experience over
the last three years has shown this
anticipation to be well founded as,
apart from the disinclination or in-
ability of certain female relief teachers
to accept appointments to schools in country
districts through family responsibilities or
accommodation difficulties, schools have
been kept open and the teaching load main-
tained at pre-war levels. Nevertheless, the
Education Department has left no stone un-
turned by continuous application to the
Manpower Directorate to secure the release
of such teachers as have been classified
medically unfit for active service or have,
of their own volition, applied for release be-
cause of the noni-combatant nature of their
military duties.

The analogy made by Mr. E. H. Hf. Hall
between teachers and policemen appears
pointless except as a criticism of the Armed
Forces administration and organisation. It
doe;, too, discount the value of the hon.
member's opinion that teachers should have
been placed in the same category as police-
men, since it would have been optional for
teachers also to have resigned for enlist-
ment. It is suggested that the hon. mem-
ber's statement as to the right of the Direc-
tor of Education to grunt permission to
teachers would have been unwarranted if
made at the time, or when Australia was
facing what was generally considered im-
minent invasion. The record of those teach-
cers wvho did enlist is, as I have remarked in
this House previously, a very fine one in-
deed; and quite a large proportion of those
young men, who were fitted not only edu-
cationally hut also physically to play their
part in the various Services, have won tho,
highest decorations. When the list is com-
piled, I think it will prove to be a great
tribute to the younger members of the male
teaching staff of the Western Australian
Education Department.

Hon, R. Hf. H1. Hall: No-one denies that.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I turn now
to North-West matters, and in particular to
the pastoral industry. -Mr. Baxter dealt
at len-,th with the problemsc arising in this
connection. Mr. Roehe, Mr. Cornish and
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other members also referred to the industry
and to other matters relating to the North.
Mr. Baxter, however, was in some respects
particularly critical of what he termed
"Government inaction." Indeed, be went so
far as to say that the Government had done
little or nothing in the matter, which is not
in accordance with the facts. He further
stated that newspaper reports indicated that
a stage had been reached when station pro-
perties are being abandoned. This state-
ment is misleading. Actually there are about
450 stations in the pastoral areas South
of the Kimberleys, comprising a total area
of about 148,000,000 acres, and in only
seven cases-equal to about 1 / per cent.
of the total number of stations in that part
of the State--which have been dealt with
by a debt adjustment committee has action
been taken by the secured creditors to dlose
the accounts; ini four of- these the lessecg
have voluntarily given the mortgagee pos-
session.'

Hon. C. F. Baxtert Do you not think that
is a very serious positionV You are be-
littling it.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: In the other
three, attempts arc being made to obtain
other finaneial accommodation. The three
main stock and wonibroking firm, and two
banks wvere parties to the agreement under
which the voluntary debt adjustment scheme
is operated by a ebmmittee of three, one of
whom is a representative of the pastoralists.
All station owners have the right to apply
for assistance under the scheme, and 66 of
these owners have obtained additional re-
lief to the extent of £C321,272 from the
secured creditors. The success of the volun-
tary debt adjustment scheme is proved by
the fact that notwithstanding the worst de-
pression in history, a drought of more than
double the severity of any before experi-
enced, the most severe cyclone in this century,
and nearly six years of war, with its great
threat of invasion of the North-West, the
abandonment of stations, except in a very
smnall number of cases, has been avoided. I
do not for one moment want to minimnise the
seriousness of the fact that even in that
numIber of cases it has been necessary for
the lessees to leave their properties.

The impression that might be gained from
Air. Baxter's -remarks that a general aban-
donment of stations has commenced is, as I
have already stated, misleading. In regard

to the statement by Mr. Baxter that the
Government has done little or nothing to
relieve the position; that one looks in vain
for evidence of any real effort on the part
of the Government to apply remedial mea-
sures, let us examine the facts. The rent
remitted by the Government since 1935
amounts to £562,991. When the relief given
by the financial institutions, not as a result
of the committee's work, and that given
under the scheme is added to the amount of
rent remission, the total relief given to pas-
toralists. during the past 10 years exceeds
£1,000,000. Certain freight concessions
have also been granted. The figures for the
first four years of the voluntary scheme tell
a remarkable story of assistance. They
are-
Number of stations in respect of

which assistance was given .

Amount written off by secured
creditors..

Relief granted under Farmers'
Debts Adjustment Act

Rent on leases remitted
Government contribution of in-

terest.

Total relief for 66 stations
Rent relief for other stations

Total relief under the above head-
ings .. .

66
£

386,932

36,813
94,051

49,237

567,033
468,940

1,035,973

In addition, one of the Associated Banks,
not in the scheme, and other private credi-
tors have made substantial reductions in
favour of lessees. How can it be said,
therefore, that the Government has done
little or nothing in connection with the
matter? One interesting feature of the 34
cases in respect of which relief was granted
for 1944 is that the total sheep population
for the properties concerned increased from
116,559 in 1941 to 165,141 in 1944. That
is an increase of almost 50,000 sheep on
those particular properties.

Dealing with the Royal Commissioner's
report of 1940, Mir. Baxter said that a close
study of the report disclosed that a number
of negative conclusions were reached and
certain recommendations. were made, etc.,
and that none of the matters represented
any real contribution to the solution of the
industry's immediate problems, and that it
was safe to assume that certain of the re-
commendations had been snugly relegated to

367
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pigeon holes. Here again the hon. member
is badly astray. Pastoralists do not bold
his view.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Hear, hear!
The CHIEF SECRETARY: They recog-

nise that they have been very greatly assisted
since the Royal Commissioner's report was
submitted to the Government, not only under
the debt adjustment scheme, but also by
the extension of the period of granting rent
relief in certain cases for a period of two
years after the end of the drought. The
1942 year was very good in regard to rain-
fall, but a great many pastoralists con-
tinued to get substantial relief from rent.
Then again, it is safe to say that greater
difficulty would have been experienced in
obtaining the secured creditors' agreement to
the voluntary debt adjustment scheme if
the Royal Commissioner had not made his
investigations and submitted his report. In
fact the efforts in this direction might not
have met with any success.

The system of reappraisement recom-
mended by the Commission has been adopted,
and it should ensure that rents of stations
are not excessive and are fixed in the light
of all relevant evidence. It must be re-
membered, too, that the Royal Commission
dealt with the financial and economic posi-
tion of the industry in 1940, not in 1945.
During the intervening period our northern
areas became seriously menaced by invasion.
All other matters became subsidiary to de-
fence considerations. Reappraisewent field
work could not be carried out, nor could many
of the other recommendations be put fully in-
to operation. So far as taxation is concerned,
the State Government has endeavoured to get
the relief from income tax recommended by
tile Commission, and also additional relief,
but the Commonwealth Government has not
yet been able to see its way clear to grant
the necessary concession. Mr. Baxter raised
certain queries in regard to the rent charges
for the use of the rabbit proof fence. This
is covered by Section 79 of the Vermin Act,
which provides that-

Th,- owner shall Fecoine liable to pay an
annual Fum equal to interest at the prescribed
rate on the value to such, owner of the fence

so mnade use of.

This clause implies that rent shall be
charged only where an owner attaches his
fence to and makes use of the rabbit proof
fence. Where the rabbit proof fence passes

through a pastoral lease without use of this
fence being made by the owner then rent
is not charged. Also where only a portion
of the fence may be used, consideration is
given to this, and each ease is treated on
its merits. Furthermore, where the fence
cuts diagonally through a lease or pro-
perty, which may mean that a greater length
than the direct route may be charged, the
department is prepared to give such claims
special consideration.

The policy of the department is that, whilst
requiring rent to be paid for the fence wher-
ever it is in use by pastoralists, con-
sideration will be given to any claims which
pastoralists may consider warrant a re-
view. It should be recognised also that the
rent is based upon the interest only on
the cost of construction many years ago
when costs were cheap, and that the
cost of maintenance of the fence has
been, and is, borne by the Government.
Finally, I would say that there is evidence
that the Government is not unmindful of
the needs of the North-West in that it has
established the NorthtWest Development
Committee, wvhich has been set up to in-
vestigate and report on all aspects of
North-West requirements in connection
with customs, tariffs, freight concessions,
regeneration and soil conservation, im-
provement of stock, shipping matters, mar-
kets and marketing, labour, education and
medical facilities, mail and telephone ser-
vices. housing, vermin, aerial and road
transport, oil, petrol and water supplies
and matters relating to fencing and stock
routes, etc. It is a very' comprehensive
list. A report is being prepared by the
committee, and no doubt it will be made
available as early as possible.

Members have dealt with the question of
the quality of superphiosphate, and, in this
regard, r.Wood mentioned that phospha-
tic rock supplies were not uip to standard
and quoted 'Mr. Hamerqley as saying that
it was not worth buying. The hon. mem-
her also asked what the Government was
doing to remedy the position, and desired
to know if any representations hald been~
made in regard to openinz np the Naurn
deposits again. It is evident tfromn Mr.
Wood'q comments thrf he has not read
nnouncements from t;mP to time ditTng
tile lis~t three years denlirz with the aiply
of pbosphatic rock to Australia. and the



[28 AUGUS,,T, 194-5.]36

,difficulties attendant upon this effort. The
super supply position became acute fol-
lowing the destruction of the loading
facilities on Nauru Island in December,
J,940, and the Japanese entry into the war
in December, 1941. The supplies whien
have been available to this State since
1939-40 to 1944-45 are shown hereunder:-

1939-40 . . 264,690 tons
1940-41 - .. 245,807 tons
1941.42 .. .. 177,200 tons

(rationing commented 1st January, 1942.)
1942-43 . .. 120,000 tons
1943-44 . .. 121,000 tons
1944-45 . .. 193,958 tons

For 1945-46 it is estimated that 266,000
tons will be available for Western Austra-
lia; that is to say, approximately the pre-
war tonnage.

Hon. G. B. Wood: It was the quality to
which I referred.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I will deal
with that too. The Premier, when he was
Minister for Agriculture, continually
stressed the importance of superphosphate
to Western Australia. Similar submissions
have been made by all States except
Queensland where this fertiliser is not szo
essential for production. Supplies of
phosphatic rock to Australia are Pecter-
mined by the -British Phosphate Commis-
sion which allocates supplies of phosphatic
rock from deposits in British possessions
amongst the British Dominions. Claims for
Anstra.lia are examined by this Commission
in conjunction with other claims, particu-
larly those of South Africa and New Zea-
land. Early in 1942 the Premier, at the
Agricultural Council meeting, pressed
that representations should be -made to
the United Nfltions Food Board to secure
an increased allocation of phosphatic rock
for Australia, without which, he said, it
would be impossible to maintain or increase
deliveries of foodstuffs to Great Britain and
to the Forces in the South-West Pacific
area.

A personal submission was made by the
late Prime -Minister, Mr. Curtin, to the
Prime Minister of Great Britain, as the
deliveries of increased quantities of phos-
phatic rock depended almost entirely upon
an increased allocation of shipping. These
submissions were supported by the repre-
sentatives of the British Food Mission in
Canberra. The question of the re-taking

and occupation of Nauru Island was sub-
.mitted to the Allied Military Authorities,
but the reasons why this island was not re-
occupied were obviously not made public
at the time. The fact remains, however,
that increasing quantities of phosphatie
rock have been made available during the
last two years, although this meant trans-
porting rock from the other side of the
World, even from Florida. There is no
doubt that Nauru Island will now be put in
shape again as quickly as possible hut, be-
cause of the extensive installations required
owing to the difficulty of approaching the
island with large ships, it is thought that
at least twelve months and probably two
years will elapse before adequat6 supplies
of rock can be obtained from this source.

I also draw attention to a report from
Auckland that appeared in "The West Aus-
tralian" this morning, and which confirms
the statement I have just made. Owing to
the grade of rock available in recent yers,
it has been necessary to reduce the quality
of the superphosphate down to 17 per cent.
phosphoric acid compared with 22 per cent.
in pre-war days, when the high quality
Nauru rock was available.

It is nonsense to say that the present
quality of superphosphate is "not worth
buying." The phosphoric acid in super-
phosphate is in the same available form as
in the pre-war product, but the present ferv-
tiliser contains 17 p6r cent. instead of 22
per cent. previously. It is comforting to
report that the quantity of superphosphate
that will be available for the 1945-46 season
is rather more than was available during
pre-war years, and it is anticipated that
farmers will purchase this eagerly.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: During the
debate reference was made to soldier settle-
ment. Members complained that the Gov-
ernment has not been active enough in thisa
regard, and Air. Loton said that Western
Australia was lagging behind South Austrat-
lia in its preparations. Mr. Roche expressed
his dissatisfaction with the progress made,
and other members expressed themselves in
a similar strain. These statements, how-
ever, appear to have been made without
regard to the facts, and this particularly
applies to the remarks made by Mr. Lotoni.
Both South Australia and Western Austra-
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hia are parties to the same agreement with necessary Acts by the Commonwealth and
the Commonwealth for War Service Land
Settlement, and finality in regaid to certain
matters of administration and procedure
arising out of that agreement, has not yet
been reached. It is expected, however, that
the Premiers' Conference now being held
will decide the outstanding questions. I,,
will then be necessary for legislation to be
introduced in and enacted by both the Com-
monwealth and State Parliaments to imple-
ment the agreement.

In Western Australia the State Govern-
muent has taken the responsibility of carry-
ing out preliminary work in anticipation of
the introduction of the War Service Land
Settlement Scheme, and considerable pro-
gress has been made. Classifications and
valuation information are available for
1,201 private rural holdings, comprising an
area of 2,849,925 acres, and these have been,
listed and marked on plans for considera-
tion in connection with any re-purchase or
resumption proposals. About 600 partly
improved reverted Rural Bank holdings are
to be reconditioned and improved. Steady'
progress has been made in the work, but
manpower and equipment problems have
been very difficult. Now that hostilities have
ceased, a great acceleration in. the rate of
progress of this work should be possible.

The Land Purchase Board has commenced
the consideration of purchase of properties
in anticipation of the War Service Land
Settlement Scheme. Classifications are avail-
able for practically all Crown land in the
areas in Western Australia suitable for
fantning, and about 500 farming inlits, Sub-
ject to removal of marketable timber, have
been defined on plans. A classification com-
mittee has been appointed, and has com-
menced the classification of 420 members of
the Armed Forces and ex-Servicemen, who
have completed and returned their printed
application forms and questionnaires. Ar-
rangements have been made for complete co-
operation and co-ordination of the work of
all Commonwealth and State departments in
connection with war service land settle-
ment.

The staff of the Department of Lands and
Surveys is being increased and additional
accommodation provided for war service
land settlement purposes, in order that no
unavoidable delny shall occur when the
scheme is established by the passing of the

State Parliaments. M.%embers can be assured,
therefore, that everythingI possible is being
done to finalise all proposals in connection
with soldier settlement as eatty as practic-
able, but, as I have alread' mentioned, it
will be necessary to bring dawn State legis-
lation to implement the agreement with the
Commonwealth Government.

With regard to the railways, a number of
members dealt with different aspects of the
administration of that public utility. A com-
parison was made by Air. Seddon between
capital costs and tractive efforts of engines
placed in traffic as early as 1902 and those
of the present day. Firstly, he referred to
engines over 40 years old, and stated that
this factor must necessarily interfere with
their earning power. This is not disputed,
hut it can hardly he agreed to take 10021
capital costs as a reasonable basis for com-
paring cost per lb. tractive power. Mr.
Seddon quoted the "E" class with an aver-
age capital cost of £4,463. At that time the
basic wage was approximately £1 19s. per
week. The "P" class is the present-day
equivalent of the "E" class and the average
cost of that engine placed on traffic between
1924 and 1939-with a basic wage of £3 10s.
7d. to £C4-was £9,028.

To build a "P' class engine today is esti-
mated to cost approximately £12,000, so
that on a strictly comparable basis the
capital cost of the "E' class should be stated
as £12 ,000-not £ 4,463. Using this figure,
the cost per lb. of tractive powver would he
13.9s. as against the 5.18s. quoted by Mr.
Seddon for the "EF" class and 10.4s. for the
"A.SG."-the Australian Standard Garrett
engine. On the basis of operating costs,
which, as I have stated, is the all-important
figure, the comparison is more pronounced
in favour of the "A.SG." The average
cost per 100 miles of operating the classes
of engine mentioned, taken over a period of
3 months, is as follows:-

a a. d.
"E" 15 8 7

I IF is18810

"ASS.'' I 1 15 17 2

Taking the "E" class again as the example,
the ratio of operating cost per 100 miles is
as 1101 to 214 in favour of the "A..G.", or
approximately 95 per cent. That is to say,
the "A.S.G." engine gives 95 per cent, more
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haulage effort than the "E" class engine. The
foregoing will indicate the fallacy of en-
deavouring to compare modern locomotive
costs and tractive effort with engines built
many years ago. Incidentally, it may be of
inteiest to say that, although the actual cost
of the "A.S.GY" engines built in Wbestern
Australia was £18,000, the purchase price
from the Commonwealth was considerably
below that figure.

Regarding the Laverton train service, re-
ferred to by Mr. E. H. H1. Hall and Mr.
Seddon, the time-table was reduced to one
train per fortnight as the traffic is insuffi-
cient to warrant more frequent running and,
particularly with the present manpower and
coal shortages, a more frequent service could
not he justified. Indeed, the fortnightly
service has been more than sufficient to
handle the volume of business offering. Any
additional service would have to be provided
through from Kalgoorlie, and as the inter-
vening district is adequately entered for by
the existing service to Leonora and Laverton,
any such extra train would traverse a con-
siderable mileage for no additional return.
The question of operating a rail ear service
to Laverton on the off week is at present
under consideration, but the difficulty is to
obtain a suitable unit for the work. Another
consideration is the light running from Kal-
goorlie, which must of necessity be the start-
ing point. Members can be assured that
the Railway Department has every syin-
patby with people in the outback districts,
but there is no economic justification for
running additional trains when all the traf-
fic offering can be more than adequately
catered for by the existing service. This
is more so especially at present when man-
power, rolling stock and fuel are urgently
required on other parts of the system.

Reference has also been made to fires
caused by engines. Mr. Baxter stated that
thousands of acres of stock food and many
miles of fencing had been destroyed by fires,
mainly caused by sparks from railway en-
gines. While it is acknowledged that some
fires are caused by sparks from locomotives,
there are many other causes of fires quite
dissociated from the railways. For ex-
ample. I would mention gas producers on
cars travelling on country roads-and the
railways arc blamed for many of these fires.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Oh, no!

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is the
position.

Hon. G. B. Wood: You cannot get away
with that.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: They have put it
over you there.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I have per-
sonal knowledge of such an instance, so
members cannot say the railway autho-
rities; have put that forward as an
excuse. The Railway Department takes
every precaution possible to prevent
the starting of fires by sparks from
locomotives. All engines, including the
Australian Standard Garratt, are fitted with
an efficient type of spark arrester. The per-
fect spark arrester has not yet been in-
vented, but the department fits its engines
with the best available, and while the device
does not entirely prevent the emission of
sparks, it reduces the possibility of fire to a
considerable extent.

Hon. H. Seddon: The quality of the coal
is the principal factor, is it not 9

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I think it
has something to do with this unfortunate
state of affairs. However, the Railway
Department informs me that spark arrest-
ers arc examined at locomotive depots
before commencement and after completion
of each trip and any defects are rectified im-
mediately. No locomotive is permitted to
run with a defective spark arrester. En-
ginemen are instructed to use every care
in the working of engines and the careful
management of firing operations in order
to minimise the emission of sparks.

Hon. G. B. Wood: It is said that the
drivers open up the spark-arresters. They
are not locked against that sort of thing.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not
know whether they are or not, but I
would he much surprised to learn that what
the hon. member says is right. I think that
locomotive drivers have just as much re-
gard for the avoidance of damage by fire,
whether created by sparks from the en-
gine or by any other means, at has any-
body else who is accustomed to the coun-
try. I should imagine, too, that if it were
known that any particular enginedriver or
fireman acted in that way, means would
be found of punishing him for his action.
In addition to the fitting of spark arrest-
ers on engines, the department goes to con-
siderable expense in carrying out fire-pre-
vention work. Firebreaks are cut on
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ploughed land along the boundaries of rail-
way reserves and railway sidewidths are
burnt off regularly. Train crews are in-
structed to render every assistance in sub-
duing fires noticed adjacent to the railway,
and permanent way gangs are continually
on the lookout for fires.

The Government's policy is to use, as
far as possible, 100 per cent. of Collie coal.
The sparking nature of this coal is well
known and the precautions I have men-
tioned are accordingly taken to minimise
the danger of fire. It frequently happens,
however, that landowners whose properties
adjoin the railway reserve do not take any
precautions to prevent the spread of tires
to their land. In numerous instances no
firebreaks are cut on the private properties,
and when strong winds carry sparks on to
such properties and fires are started, there
is nothing to stop the progress of the out-
breaks. Railway gangs co-operate with own-
ers of land adjoining the railway in burn
ing off up to firebreaks on the private land
whenever possible.

A further precaution usually taken dur-
ing the summier months is the burning of
New South Wale% coal in certain agricul-
tural_ districts. Owing to short supplies
of Collie coal in the last few years, 7l4ow-
ever, and the impracticability of obtaining
reserves of New South Wales coal, any
such coal obtained has had to be used
,where it is most needed when it is received,
and it has not been possible to allot it to
any -particular areas. The prevention of
fires is a matter of major concern, as obvi-
ously the State cannot afford the economic
loss occasioned by such damagec. There
will be no easement of the efforts made to
minimise losses from this cause.

In the course of his speech, Mr. Wood
criticised the railways by saying that the
department did a very bad job in the ear-
riage of super this year. It is apparent that
the hon. member has looked at the question
from one angle only and has had no regard to
the various factors. which influenced the car-
riage of this essential requirement during
the past season.

Hon. G. B. Wood: I think I qualified my
remarks a little on that matter.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I suggest
that what I have said is the gist of the
bon. niemiber's remarks;. He may be inter-
eqted to know, first, that the quantity of

superphosphate carried for the season De-
cember-June last was 171,612 tons com-
pared with a total of 104,916 tons in the
previous season, so that, apart from other
considerations, 67,000 tons more 'were
hauled by rail during the past season.

Hon. 0. B. Wood: Have you got the peak
figures I

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I will give
the hon. member the figures. At the begin-
ning of the season, estimates of the quanti-
ties of superphosphate likely to be available
for transport were obtained from the super-
phosphate companies, and the monthly esti-
mates and actual quantities carried month
by month were as follows:

Companies' estimate of Carded by
super available. rail.

Tomn. Trucks. Tons.
December, 2944 . 12,200 1,874 14,S31
January, 1945 .. 28,500 1,956 17,808
February, 1945 .... 33.000 2.884 25,808
March, 1945 ... 43,000 3,75a 34,212
Apyril, 1045 ... 39,000 3,782 32,728
May, 1945 .. 165,700 8,746 32,811
Ju., 1945 ... ,100 1,800 14,029

179,500 171.812

In January there were very serious hold-
ups of trucks at Fremnantle, due to heavy
shipping and slow releases, of trucks, as a re-
sult of the adoption of the new roster system,
which had a very disastrous effect on the
truck supply for superphosphate. Further,
manpower shortage prevented the mainten-
ance of a full service and the running of
special trains. During February and 'March,
staff holidays were stopped in an en-
deavour to meet the position, but other fac-
tors militated against fulfilment of all
orders. At this time the water position was
acute throughout the system, particularly in
-the Great Southern district and water haul-
age, subsequently reaching to over 2,000,000
gallons per week and for distances of over
100 miles, for both departmental and pri-
v'ale purposes, utilised a considerable pro-
portion of the available engines and juan-.
power. 'Many farmers were supplied with
water by rail.

In addition, military orders, which had
No. 1 priority, were also heavy. In March
the Commissioner directed that superphos-
phate be given No. I priority until the
middle of 'May. Industrial trouble on the
wharves, in April, however, had a hampering
effect on truck supply. Furthermore, on
account of shortage of manpower,'the super-
phosphate companies were unable on occa-
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sions to load all the wagons supplied, re-
suiting in a further bold-up in the despatcb
of orders. Despite these Aisabilities, the
bulk of the superphosphate was in the
country by the end of May, and the whole
of the requirements were out by the end of
June.

en. G. B. Wood: Too late then, unfor-
tunately.

Ron. L. B. Bolton: But that was on ac-
count of the rain. The hon. member cannot
blame the Railway Department for that.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I some-
times think that in these matters we are
apt to be too critical, and not to view the
over-all picture. I think I am correct in
saying that the Railway Department during
this year has been faced with difficulties
and disabilities such as we have not
experienced before. Notwithstanding all
those disabilities, however, the figures I
have quoted show that the Railway Depart-
ment carried not only 60,000 tons more
superphosphate this season than it did the
previous season, but that in the months in
which those quantities were carried the de-
partment met the requirements of the situa-
tion to a very great extent. Had it not
been for the unusually wet weather which
was experienced in more districts than one,
the Railway Department would not have
been criticised in this way. The statement
made by Mr. Wood that hundreds of trucks
were returning empty by road appears to
he an exaggeration.

Hon. G. B. Wood: No.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: As far as
is known, the only road trucks running to
the metropolitan area were those bringing
in a limited quantity of chaff.

Hon. G. B. Wood: I repeat, there were
hundreds of them.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am told
that those trucks could not have carried
superphosphate at the railway charge.

Hon. G. B. Wood: We would not ask
them to do so.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Nor is it
likely that the trucks would he returning
to the areas where the superphosphate was
required.

Hon. G. B. Wood: That is nonsense.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: The state-

ment may be wrong to the extent that the
hon. member knows of one farmer who

could have been supplied with some super-
phosphate if one truck had been used for
the purpose. If this is so, to criticise the
Railway Department in such a wholesale
way on that account seems to me to he
unfair.

Hon. G. B. Wood: There was lack of co-
ordination.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: As regards
delays in transit of super, some delay oc-
curred in transit to the Great Southern dis-
trict due to aa accumulation of traffic at
depots from York to, Wagin which it was
impossible to shift owing to all power avail.
able being engaged on water cartage. On
this account it was necessary to arrange for
the super works to stop loading on occasions
for that line and concentrate on other locali-
ties. With reference to truck supplies for
crude oil, the hold-up of trucks at the wharf
also affected this traffic. In addition, oil
companies were loading large quantities of
oil for shipment to the Air Force at North-
WVest ports, and this had preference over
local supplies for rail trucks. Large num-
bers of trucks were put into the oil com-
panies' sidings, but once there the loading
was in the hands of the companies and the
preference given to oil for shipment caused
some hold-up of orders for the country.
Everything possible was done to supply
trucks for crude oil consistent with the de-
niands of other urgent traffic.

When dealing with the Railway Depart-
ment, Mr. E. HI H. Hall referred to Dr.
Herman's finding that 1 2 tons of Collie
coal equalled only one ton of Newcastle coal
and .to his having arrived at a figure of
£52,229 as being the approximate additional
cost to the railways through using Collie
coal. The estimate wvas for the year ended
the 30th June, 1932, and was based on Collie
coal at 16s. 2d. per ton at pit's mouth, as
compared with New South Wales coal at
30s. 2d. per ton in ship's slings at Fre-
mantle, Albany and Hunbury, and 34s. at
Gcraldton, plus wharf charges and handling
on the imported coal at from 3s. 6d. to 4s. 4d.
per ton and haulage in eaeh case at 1.04d.
per ton per mile. Conditions have changed
a good deal since 1932. Collie coal has ad-
vanced frm 16s. 2d. to 21s. 8d. per ton
hut New South Wales coal is now costing
about 52s. to laud. Wharfage and handling-
charges have also increased. Then the 11/2
to 1 ratio is now a very doubtful factor.
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Improvements in locomotive design over enormous tonnage of traffic it has handled.
the years have done much to offset the rela-
tive inferiority of the native product, and
whilst there is still some advantage, on a ton
for ton basis, in the imported fuel, only a
very biassed critic would contend that th.
1'2 to 1 ratio is applicable to present-day

conditions--and particularly with the very
poor quality of New South Wales coal which
the railways have keen obliged to use in the
past few years. The Commissioner of Rail-
ways, I think, is to be commended on his%
adherence to the policy of using, as nearly
as possible, 100 per cent. of native fuel, and
the State and the railways would have been
in a bad way over the war years if they
had been entirely dependent on outside sup-
plies of coal, which might wvell have been
the case had financial considerations only
directed the policy. As to the Mfidland Rail-
way Company, it may interest the memberi
to know that before the war the company
was a regular user of Collie coal during the
winter months, and the only reason it has
not used more of it through the war years
is that Collie coal has not been available.
The company has been able to get its re-
quirements from New South Wales because
those requirements have been comparatively
small. It would have been a very different
matter trying to obtain the 500,000 tons
which the Government railways and power
station consume anually, and, judging by
the difficulties that have been experienced
with the fractional portion of their require-
mnents that has had to be imported, the task
would have been impossible.

Regarding the new Garratt engines, these
were originally intended for the narrowv
gauge liues of Queensland, Tasmania and
the Commonwealth railways, and the ques-
tion was discussed with the Melbourne offl-
vials of the Australian Federated Union of
Eng-inernen. One member made the com-
plaint that the Government, or the depart-
ment. had not consulted the Locomotive En-
grine Drivers' Union regarding this matter.

Hon. 1-. Seddon: That statement was
made in the Press by the secretary of the
Enigine Drivers' Union.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The shift-
ing of the centre of gravity in the war zone
enabledl this State to procure a number of
these heavy locomotives, which can be run

on ny linVad without which the depart.wen cold otpossibly haecoped with thc!

Alterations have been made to these en-
gines, as requested by the loco. men, con-
sistent with the availability of manpower
and materials, and the department is always
willing to consider practical suggestions for
all new stock to be built. All suggestions
made, however, are not practical, and the
economics of railway working cannot be i-
nored.

With regard to the infection of railway
coaches by vermin, which was mentioned by
'.%r. W. R. Hall, that matter receives close
attention, hut it will be appreciated that
whatever precautions are taken, the presence
of even one passenger of careless habits is
sufficient to infect a whole coach and nullify
the department's efforts. All sleeping
coaches are fumigated every three months,
and other coaches periodically, being double-
charged under the hydrocyanic process, a
mixture of sulphuric acid, cyanide and
water.

Hon. W. R. Hall: When did the depart-
ment start doing that?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Should it
come to the department's notice, or be re-
ported, that a coach is infected, it is imme-
diately withdrawn from traffic and fumi-
gated specially. In regard to rugs, there
is no virtue in discarding a rug just be-
cause it is old, provided it is in good con-
dition, and Mr. Hall may be assured that
all rugs 'are regularly steam-laundered.
It is the practice, also, for all coaches to
be cleaned prior to long country journeys,
and in many cases the condition of the lava-
tories can be attributed to the habits of the
users en route. In addition, of course, some
pedestal pans have become discoloured with
age and may give the appearance of being
unclean, although such is not the case. It
seems to me that there is room for the edu-
cation of certain sections of the travelling
public in this regard.

Hon. W. R. Hall: It is also up to us to
see that the Railway Department's employees
do their job.

Hon. H. Tuekey: There have been other
complaints besides this.

Hon. W. R. HalU: There have been a lot
mnore.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: 'Mr. Gibson
mentioned the possibility of a new railway
bridge at Fremnantle, and associated his refer-



,ence with the question of future harbour milk supplies are concerned, it was men-
development. The present road bridge was tioned by those hon. members that these
built in 1937 on the understanding that the were not beyond question, that the method
railway bridge would meet the needs of traf- of handling milk and the quality of the
fib for the next 10 to 15 years. The position commodity called for some action to he
has not altered so far as the railways are taken, and they urged that an immediate
concerned, and present maintenance costs of inquiry into the whole matter should be
the railway bridge lie between £2,000 and authorised. As to the quality of the milk
£3,000 per annum. Apart from the require- available to the publie, a departmental com-
ments of harbour expansion, I am informed mittee, comprised of officers of the Health
the new railway bridge will be necessary and Agricultural Departments and the Met-
either when it becomes uneconomical to main- ropolitan Milk Board, was appointed this
tamn the present bridge on the existing site, year to examine the position, and its report
or the extension of broad gauge proposals will shortly be in the hands of the Minister.
requires its construction over the river. In Though occasional cases of milk-borne
any ease it is contemplated that the new rail- diseases have occurred, I have been informed
way bridge should he placed upstream from by the Acting Commissioner of Public Health
the existingr road bridge, and any one of the that the situation does not merit any panic.
two considerations mentioned earlier, or the In other words, whilst we have some in-
necessity for harbour expansion, may dictate stances of diseases of that kind, the trouble
the time for the construction of the new is not such that we should feel that a serious
railway bridge. It is likely that the harbour state of affairs exists.
development may he the deciding factor and One of the difficulties3 associated with the
in this connection the Government's imme- metropolitan milk supply is that certain
diate and early post-war programme is as milk vendors supplying milk to the metro-
f ollows:- politan area also supply milk to towns and

Estimated districts outside that area, and they are ablej
cost, to acquire milk for this purpose from dair-

E ics which arc not licensed by the Metropoli-
Victoria Quay: Extension nld jetty tan Milk Board. It is difficult to detect the

construction . -60,000

North Quay: Extension east .. 12,000 improper practice of selling in the metro-
North Quay: Extension west .. 60,000 polis milk purchased from outside that area.
Belimoutli dredging . .. 15,000 Regarding the price of milk, this is deter-
Sheet piling rear of berths 1, 2, mnined by the Metropolitan Milk Board and

and 3 . .. . -. 55,000 also by the Price Fixing Commissioner, and

Some of'this proposed work will be corn- the milk industry appears to he well satis-
meneed during the current financial year, fled with the prices so fixed.
the necessary financial provision having been In the course of his remarks Dr. Hislop
made in this year's Loan Estimates. These stated that half-castes were sleeping in cer-
remarks apply particularly to the proposed tain premises adjacent to dairy buildings. I
extensions to the North Quay. Another (10 not think Dr. Hislop desired to suggest
important project planned for Fremantle is that this kind of thing was occurring in
the establishment of a bulk wheat terminal, many places. I think he referred to some
Work in connection with this project is particular case -which had comne under bia+
already in hand and will be extended as notice. It is not known precisely to which
quickly as war conditions permit. The total dairy he refers, but aborigines were living
estimated cost is £850,000. All the pro- at one dairy for a short period, but this oc-
posed undertakings in connection with the conred without the prior knowledge of the

Fremntl Habou hae ben eveope to board; in fact, the natives had left the
Ftminwthe arlograge planfot devel-t premises before the board was aware of

of inw the ogrt.epa ortedv what had occurred. However, with the in-
opmcnt oftepr.quiries that are now being made into the

Referring now to health matters, Dr. His- question of mnilk supplies, and the submis-
lop and Air. Dimnmitt raised the question sion of legislation this year to amend the
of milk supplies, the handling of meat and Metropolitan Milk Act, many of the matters
bread, and other matters associated with which have been raised by members will be
the health of the community. So far as brought under more effective control.
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Res pecting the handling of meat, men de-
livering carcasses to shops are required to
wear a special cap and a blue overall coat,
and prosecutions have been undertaken
where breaches of the regulation have been
observed. Already there are in operation
several s;pecially closed meat vans in which
carcasses are hung during transit, and as
soon as modifications to the loading ramps
at the abattoirs are completed, all meat Wilt
be conveyed in vans of this type. Mention
was abo made regvarding the delivery of
tread. Such deliveries are not hygienically
ideal, but baking hours are such that breadI
is usually loaded into delivery vans while
still warm. The wrapping of warm bread
would render the loaf soggy because steam
could not then readily escape. T am advrised
(hat when materials become more easily
available, the use of cotton gloves may be
introduced.

Concerning the appointment of a new
Comiisioner of Public Health, I am ad-
vised that Dr. Cook has been chosen for this
position, but it is not possible for his re-
lease to be obtained from the Army. Urgent
representations have been made to the Anus'
authorities in this regard, hut so far with-
Out result.

My remarks must of necessity include
some reply to those members who raised
questions about the mining industry. Messrs.
Reenan, Seddon, W. R. Hall and Williams
expressed a keen desire for the early reha-
bilitation of the industry. The Government is
in complete agreement with them. This
matter has of recent mionths been fully dis-
cuszsed by the State Government with variousc
sections of the industry, and as a result a
representative deputation met the Prime Min-
ister duiring his recent visit to Perth. The
po~ition of (hrp industry was explained in
detail and he was requested that it now be
Liven a fairly high priority to enable it to
obtain men and machinery with which to
undertake the necessary development and
work required preparatory to resumning
normal pre-wiar operations once demobilisa-
tion takes place. The deputation was very
sympathetically received, and the Prime
M1inister advisedl [lint he would give imme-
diate consideration to the matter. He stated
that the co-operation whic-h had been ex-
tended by the State, Government and the
industry itself to the Commonwealth GO-
eranment's war requirements as they affected
the industry was well remembered and would

be taken into account. He also ared to
give attention to the possibility of the re-
turn of machinery which bad been comman-
deered by the Commonwealth Government
from the mines during the war.

Reference was made by Mr. E. H. Hf. Hall
to proposals for the development of coal
deposits at Eradu and Irwin Riven. Inves-
tigation of the coal measures at these places
has been in progress for some time. An in-
teresting series of samples was taken from
a tunnel 180 feet in length, driven on a Oft.
seam on the Irwin River. The coal, how-
ever, is of a quality niot acceptable to the
Railway Department and, I am informed, is
not of great interest at present. Operations
on the Eradu deposit have been held up
owiig, to a large inflow of water being struck
in the shaft put down. The amount of money
allotted for sampling, the deposit was ex-
hausted and the work suspended while the
investigation of the Irwin River deposit was
carried out. It was then decided to test the
Erado seam at ain outcrop about three miles
northward from the shaft at the siding, but
this work proved the coal in that vicinity
to be worthless. After mature considera-
tion it has been decided to attempt to seal
off the flow of wvater in the shaft by cement
grouting and complete the shaft to obtain
the samples required. Should the coal, on
analysis and test, prove to be of sufict
value, a thorough geological survey of the
area will be uindertaken.

In dealing with mining matters- Mr. Cur-
iiish referred to the position at 'Wiluna. The
State Government was first advised by the
Wiluna Gold 'Mines, Ltd., of the company's%
intention to cease activity towards the middle
of 1943 because operations were being con-
ducted at a loss. The State Goverunent and
(lie company thea took the matter up with
the Commonwealth Government, pointing out
that any closure would result in the loss of
a large quantity of arsenic and thant such
arsenic was in considerable demand in Aus-
tralia particularly for the war effort. As a
result the compny has been subsidised to
the extent of £C123,000 to enable the balance
of the arsenic, approximating 3,900 tons, to
he raised. The State Government i sup-
ply' ing £E30,750 and the Commonwealth the
lislancep. This assistance will enable the
company to carry on until October next,
when all the ore of any value will have been
dealt w.ith and the mine will close down.
The company then propose., to treat itsl
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dump, which will take from five to seven
years and will employ possibly 100 men.
It is to be regretted that through exhaustion
of ore, this great mine has to close down,
but it is hoped that it will be possible for
the men to be re-absorbed in t6~ industry.

I have replied to the more important
questions raised by members during this de-
bate. Of course I could not touch upon
every point that was mentioned, but if there
is any matter that a member baa raised
and on which be desires further information,
I shall, following my usual procedure, be
only too pleased to supply whatever details
are available.

Question put and passed; the Address
adopted.

On motion by the Chief Secretary, re-
solved: That the Address be presented to
His Excellency the Lieut.-Governor by the
President and such members as may desire
to accompany him.

PAPERS-HOUSING.
As to Negotiations, Costs, etc.

HON. 0. r. BAXTER (East) [8.25]: 1
move-

That there lie laid upon the Table of the
House-

(a) The papers relative to the negotiations
between the State and Commonwealth
Governments in regard to housing in
this State.

(b) A report of the State Department con-
cerned giving specific details of the
progress made in respect of the auth-
orised schemes, full details of the
costs of the houses comprised in each
scheme, and how the pla~ns for West-
ern Australia compare with those for
other States.

(c) All papers relative to proposals that
have wcon submitted for houses to be
erected partly or wholly of pre-fab-
riented materials of various kinds,
and relative to the efforts that have
been made to reduce building costs iii
this State and to obtain essential
materials.

Some considerable time has elapsed since I
gave notice of this motion. Meanwhile
there has been much controversy in the
Press and many members of Parliament
have expressed themselves at length on the
subject. To advance many of the argu-
ments I had intended- to offer would be re-
petition. Members who have dealt with the
matter have shown that they also are of the
opinion that more information is needed,
not information in the way of carping

criticism, hut information that would place
us, as members, in a position to be of some
assistance in dealing with this vital issue.
It is extraordinary to find from the an-
nouncement by the Chief Secretary this
evening that housing is to be placed in the
position of No. 1 priority. It is a pity
that something in that direction was not
done some time ago. The housing position
has been acute since the years before the
war, and it is rather late in the day now
to start formulating a scheme. Arrange-
ments should have been put in hand long
ago. It seems to me that the atomic bomb,
that dreadful instrument of war used against
Japan, not only brought about the end of
the war before the Government expected it,
but also caused a shock to the Government
in that it wvas quite unprepared.

The housing position in the City of Perth
is degrading Numbers of families are
herded together in one house-we cannot
call it living-under most awful conditions,
the building and attachments being intended
to accommodate only one family. Some of
the houses in use were condemned while many
others should have been condemned, and
it is easy to understand the unhealthiness
and degradation arising from such condi-
tions. Stables, garages and all sorts of
buildings have been pressed into use for
people to reside in. While manpower and
materials might not have been available, it
was competent for the Commonwealth and
State Governments to have had plans pre-
pared and readt to put into operation in-
stead of delaying as they have done. In
fact, I doubt whether the plans arc ready yet.

Several meetings and conferences have
been held recently. From these and from
the Press controversy, there is much for
public men to learn, and that is why I am
moving for the tabling of these papers.
What I regard as a great drawback is the
attitude of the Commonwealth Government.
That attitude shows clearly a trend towards
day labour. Surely we ia this State above
all States are in a position to know what
day labour means. We cannot expect a man
on a weekly wage to turn out the same
amount of work as will a man on piece-
work. After all there is truth in the old
adage, "It is the hope of reward that
sweetens labour." The hope of reward cer-
tainly makes a man look olive; otherwise
men merely put in time on the job.
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flay labour has been fried here and priority. M1embers can understand the posi-
has been proved unsuccessful. We learn
that in Queensland contractors have built
houses for £200 less than the cost when
built by the Government under day labour.
In Sydney costs were so excessive that the
Prime Minister has arranged for an inquiry
to be held. There the houses were being
built by day labour. We cannot expect
the Government to carry on any industry
such as housing on the same basis
as private enterprise can do it. Gov-
ernment control does not lend itself to
economy. There may be efficiency but there
is no economy; an enormous cost is in-
volved. Take, for instance, the over-ridingr
departments of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment. Consider the useless services that arc
rendered by those departments in regard to
house building. It all amounts merely to -a
matter of granting permission to do this
and that; but as a result, every home is
loaded by £148. and that load is placed on
the working man's shoulders.

The Chief Secretary: What makes you
repeat that statement?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I have figures to
substantiate it. The department cost
£800,000, for 500,000 odd houses. The fig-
ures are available and can easily be worked
out. If the Chief Secretary works them out,
he will find that the £143 to which I referred
is correct. I imagine that Mr. Dimmitt had
the same figures.

The Chief Secretary: You are only quot-
ing something that was said in another
House of Parliament.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I am quoting what
was reported and what has never been dis-
puted. If it had been open to dispute,
there would have been a contradiction. Out-
side of that, we know that the day-labour
system is bad for the State and for the
people who have to pay for the conse-
quences. I hope wiser counsels will prevail
and prevent its introduction. It will be very
necessary for us to have information before
us in order that we may see where things
are tending. Take materials. I know there
are many people who have had permits to
build, but what are they worth? They are:
not worth tvppence, because the materials
are not available. Unfortunately, the posi-
tion is that the Government has first prior-
ity over materials; and amy information is
th~at the Government is exercising that

tion of a merchant who is supplying these
materials. If the Government wants thenm,
what can he say? He is looking to the
future; it is human nature to do so. He is
looking, for Government trade in the days
to come; and, for the sake of his well-
being, he will naturally supply the Govern-
nment first. I am informed that that is what
is being done. The Government has the first
ji,,ht and is acccpting that right and taking
alt1 the materials that are available, at the
expense of the poor unfortunate man who
has had permission to go on with building
lint cannot do so. I know of people who
have been held up, month after month, and
are likely to be held up in the future simply
because they cannot obtain materials,

Compare the system of private enterprise
with that of day-labour. In the first place,
[be overheads of Government departments
must he high, whereas those of private en-
terprise arc very low. A private contractor
has the matter all in his own hands; he has
giot a huge department or a big staff. That
points very clearly to the fact that the whole
cast is a vastly different p~roposition when
viewed from the standpoint of the Govern-
ment and of private enterprise, respectively.
Furthermore, better efficiency is secured when
there is personal supervision, which does not
obtain in Government departments. Is ii.
necessary that wve, as representatives of the
people, should know exactly what has trans-
pired between the Governments? Certainly
it is! Another point is that in all references
to future building that I have seen, there
has been a harping on the one material for
house construction, namely, burnt brick; hut
that is not the only material from which
presentable houses can be constructed. Good
service has been rendered by pre-fabricated
materials and sand-cement bricks.

In connection with the invasion of Nor-
miandy, a long jetty was constructed of pre-
fabricated materials, and it enabled the land-
ing of the invasion army and the necessities
of war to he successfully carried out. Surely
that shows the value of the materials used,
and the benefit their utilisation would be in
house building! Other parts of the world
are usin4 pro-fabricated material; why can-
not sueh a eour.,e be adopted here instead
of our being dlependent entirely' on the
brick-burner? Not nearly as many qjualifi-
cations are required for the erection of a
pre-fabiencted house. I have seen criticisms
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of sand-cement bricks; but if a building
constructed with them is surrounded by a
verandah-which is very necessary in our
climate-I contend there is no hetter mater-
ial that could he used and no more comfort-
able home could be erected. The use of
sand-eemeiit bricks, which are hollow, leads
to the coolest possible home, which is a
great advantage in our excessively hot sum-
mner days.

Hon. C. R. Cornish: Hear, hear!

Hon. C. F. BAXTER; Another point is
that we'do not need skilled tradesmen to
iake them, an4 a tremendous quantity ean
he made in a day. Moreover, they can be
kzid very quickly. But is the Government
using that material, or does it intend to dc.
:.o9 'We waint to know these things, not for
the sake of criticism bat in order that we
may be helpful. The scarcity of homes is
shocking. A house was advertised the other
day, and a friend of mine got out of bed at,
six o'clock and applied for it. He said there
were between 140 and 160 people there al-
ready, and he was there~ at ten min-
utes past six. That shows how acute the
position is. But without illustraf ions of that
kind, we know how serious the problem is;,
we know how people have been herded in
hovels in which irsaaitary conditions must
pirevail. What is facing us is this: Oar
men are coming home; that is to say, those
are coming home that the Commonwealth
Government is not keeping in the Army,
for apparently the intention of the Gov-
ernment is to keep as many men and Women
in the Services as long as it can because
it is not ready to do the things it has been
promising to do for years.

For the last three years the Common-
wealth Government has been promising to
provide work for these people. I ask:
Where is that work? Nothing is ready.
H~ouses have 'been promised, but not one
home was built in. 1944. Where arc the
homes for these people who will he return-
ing from the war? Let it not be forgotten
that many of our young men were married
but had no homes of their own. Their wives
stayed with relatives. But the men are
coming back and expect to have homes to
which to take their wives. There are none;,
they are homeless. Only in the last few
weeks has any preparation been made
though there has been a lot of talk and
Press articles, which have meant nothing.

It is up to every one of us to put his shoul-
der to the wheel and see what he can do
to assist in the matter; and we can assist
only if we know the position. I hope,
therefore, that the House will agree to the
motion so that we shall he able to look
through the papers and, thus fortified, set
out to assist in whatever way we can, if
there is any way possible

On motion by the Chief Secretary, de-
bate adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W.
Ff. Kitson-West) :I move-

That the Rouse at its rising adjourn till
Tuesday, the 1ith September.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 8.40 ptnm.

Tuesday, 28th August, 1946.

Murchison electorute, return of membher af ter appoint-
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Perth Hrospital, as to manpower and materials

for completing.......................81
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and strctr control.......................gal
Assent to Bill.......................... ...... 882
Address-In-reply, twelfth day............82

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

MURCHISON ELECTORATE.

Return of Member After Appointment as
Minister.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have -received the
return of a writ for the vacancy (Ministerial
by-election) in the Murchison electorate
showing that William Mortimer Marshall has
been duly elected. I am prepared to swear
in the hon. mnember.

Hon. W. Yt. Marshall took and subscribed
the oath and signed the roll.
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